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Francis William Monkhouse Bowker (Frank) was the third child and second son of Miles 
Robert Bowker, who was the only son of William Monkhouse Bowker who, in turn, was the 
second son of the original Settler, Miles. 

Frank was born in 1871 and died suddenly at Thornkloof in 1942. 

He was educated at St Andrew’s College in Grahamstown. 

Frank married Geraldine Elphinstone Reid in 1913 and they had one son, Francis William 
Monkhouse II. 

Frank is the author of this collection of articles which were written circa 1930 – 1942 for the 
Grocott’s Daily Mail in Grahamstown. 

Frank had a quiet disposition but was a most interesting man, full old family stories and the 
history of the district. He was a keen botanist with a great knowledge of local plants and 
shrubs, and especially succulents of which he had a good collection. 

He was the OC and organizer of the District Rifle Association from its inception in 1918 and 
he donated and erected the targets and put life into the whole Albany Commando. 

He was President of the Carlisle Bridge Farmers’ Association from its formation 1930 until 
his death and served on the executive committee of the Eastern Agricultural Union. 

Frank was a keen cricketer and captained the famous Fish River Rand cricket team. 

He also did much for his alma mater and was made President of the Old Andrean Club for 
his contributions. 

He was an ardent student, philosopher and a great reader and became a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society. 

During the Anglo-Boer War he served with Brabant’s Horse and later with Gorringe’s 
Flying Column in 1901. During the latter part of the war he was a lieutenant in the Albany 
Commando. 

Despite being a big game hunter, Frank was a great conservationist and had a great love and 
knowledge of wild life and nature. 

He was an outstanding and hardworking farmer and very thorough, meticulous and tidy in 
everything he did.  

These articles bear witness to somebody with a keen mind and a great love of family, friends 
and the local district in which he lived. 






















































































































































































































